A Legal Study of Chinese FDI in Water Development in Africa by BJORN LEIF BRAUTESETH
	   i	  
学校编码:10384	   	                                       分类号 	   	   	   	   	   	   密级 	   	   	                




A Legal Study of Chinese FDI in Water 
Development in Africa       
 
BJORN LEIF BRAUTESETH 
 
指导教授姓名：曾  华  群 教授      
专  业 名 称：民    商     法              
论文提交日期：2016 年 4 月  日 
论文答辩日期：2016 年  月  日 
学校授予日期：2016 年  月  日 
 
 
答辩委员会主席：           
评    阅    人：           














	   ii	  
厦门大学学位论文原创性声明 	  
Declaration of Originality of Dissertation for the Master’s/Doctor’s 
Degree 




I hereby declare that the dissertation was composed by and originated entirely from 
me under the supervision of my supervisor. Information derived from published or 
unpublished work of others has been acknowledged in the text and references given in 
the list of sources. I am entitled to the rights deriving from and shall assume any 







                                    年    月    日 

































































	   iv	  
厦门大学学位论文著作权使用声明 	  








I am fully aware of the rules made by Xiamen University regarding the writing of this 
dissertation. Xiamen University has the right to preserve and submit the dissertation 
in paper copy or electronic form to state competent authorities; has the right to 
photocopy the dissertation in small quantities for non-profit purpose and make the 
dissertation accessible through the university library; has the right to include the 
dissertation into a retrievable databank; and has the right to include the title and 
abstract of the dissertation in a published compiled work. This declaration shall apply 
to non-disclosed dissertation when the non-disclosure requirement is lifted.  
本学位论文属于	  
  1、保密（ ），在   年解密后适用本授权书。	  
  2、不保密（	   	   ）	  
（请在以上相应括号内打“√”）	  
This dissertation is 
1. to be subject to the requirement of non-disclosure, and this requirement shall be 
lifted in (    ) years.  
2. not to be subject to the requirement of non-disclosure. 
	  
	  
作者签名：      日期：  年 月 日	  
导师签名：      日期：  年 月 日 
	  
Signature of the Author:                        Date: 
























































































































































	   viii	  
Abstract 
The Rise of China has changed the economic face of the world forever. Its economic 
explosion has also changed the natural environment as well. As China has grown its 
environment has suffered. At the base of the environment is the most important 
building block of life, which is our water. Freshwater today is under strain and clean 
freshwater stocks are becoming alarmingly depleted.  
China’s economic miracle has become a beacon of hope for the developing world, 
especially in Africa. China and African states enjoy a special relationship today and 
China has been instrumental in the development of major infrastructure projects on 
the continent. In return for which Africa has supplied the People’s Republic with 
resources and commodities to support its growth.  
 
Even with the recent slowdown of the Chinese economy, China has built up a 
formidable industrial complex, which must now look to overseas markets if they wish 
to maintain their growth. Investment agreements and contracts with African states are 
important instruments, which govern the legal responsibilities of investors and host 
states. In Africa, China has made much headway in the construction of water 
infrastructure projects, especially hydroelectric power.  
The African Union plans to expand its electrical power capacity, and Chinese 
companies like Sinohydro have jumped at the opportunity to use its dam building 
expertise in growing its business. The problems that arise in this relationship is that 
much of the domestic legal standards and policies that do exists for human rights and 
environmental rights are not included in the bilateral investment treaties and 
investment contracts between China and African sates.  
Much of the language in these agreements is anthropocentric and does not express a 
sophisticated understanding the impacts investment; especially water related 
investment, can have on society and the environment. This thesis explores the 
relationship between current investment agreements and how water and communities 
are affected. China has the potential in being a leader for proper environmental 
investment practices on the continent. The choices China makes are important given 
the strategic role it plays in Africa’s future stability. 
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